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Imagine going to vote for your presidential candidate and pushing the

button on a touch-screen voting machine -- but the "X" marks his

opponent instead.

That is what some voters in Nevada, North Carolina, Texas and Ohio

have reported.

Fox News has received several complaints from voters who say they

voted on touch-screen voting machines -- only when they tried to select

Mitt Romney, the machine indicated they had chosen President

Obama. The voters in question realized the error and were able to cast

ballots for their actual choice.

"I don't know if it happened to anybody else or not, but this is the first

time in all the years that we voted that this has ever happened to me,"

said Marion, Ohio, voter Joan Stevens. 

Stevens said that when she voted, it took her three tries before the

machine accepted her choice to vote for Romney.
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"I went to vote and I got right in the middle of Romney's name," Stevens

told Fox News, saying that she was certain to put her finger directly on

her choice for the White House.

She said that the first time she pushed "Romney," the machine marked

"Obama."

So she pushed Romney again. Obama came up again. Then it

happened a third time.

"Maybe you make a mistake once, but not three times," she told Fox

News.

Marion County Board of Elections Director Sophie Rogers, though,

said: "My personal opinion is that she hit it too hard."

"We've noticed people just punch on them. She might not have hit the

square that she wanted," Rogers said.

Rogers insists there are no problems with the touch-screen machines in

Marion County and that after learning of Stevens' complaint she took the

machine out of circulation and had it reexamined and recalibrated. She

says there was nothing wrong with the machine to begin with.

But in response to the growing number of complaints, the Republican

National Committee has sent a letter to election officials in six states --

Ohio, Nevada, Kansas, North Carolina, Missouri and Colorado --

demanding tighter controls on touch-screen machines.

The RNC wants the machines to be re-tested, more technicians added

to fix any problems, and verbal reminders given by election workers

telling voters to double check their ballots.

Multiple voters from several states wrote Fox News to report problems

similar to what Stevens reported.

One voter asked: "I wonder how many voters just hit the 'Cast Ballot'

without reading the machine?"

"How can we be sure our votes are not being stolen electronically?"

asked another.
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One expert warns it can happen.

"Vote jumping complaints have arisen in every election that uses touch-

screen voting machines, with the complaints going both ways," said

Barbara Simons, author of the new book "Broken Ballots: Will Your Vote

Count?"

Simons, an expert on electronic voting who is on the Board of Advisors

of the U.S. Election Commission, said there is good reason for people

not to trust the older touch-screen machines.

She said, "This phenomenon can occur when a machine goes out of

calibration. The need to re-calibrate frequently is an important reason

for discarding these aging, unreliable, and inaccurate machines and

replacing them with paper ballots."   

Frequently recalibrating the machines is one of the RNC demands.

But election officials insist that the machines are practically foolproof.

 They say any problems are due to human error, and that tinkering with

machines is almost impossible.

"It is nearly technically impossible to pre-program the voting machines in

Nevada to vote for a specified candidate," said Nevada Secretary of

State Ross Miller, in a statement to Fox News.

He said machines are tested by each of the state's 17 counties

individually.

"While it is possible for a voter to inadvertently select a candidate, it is

not possible for the machine to automatically select a candidate."

Miller notes that similar allegations were investigated in his state during

the 2010 election, with the assistance of the FBI.  Authorities found that

claims that machines "were pre-programmed, malfunctioning or in any

way preventing any voter from casting a ballot for the candidate of their

choice were without merit."

Miller, a Democrat, brands the Republican demand to election officials

as "based upon rumor, hearsay, or unconfirmed media reports," as well

as "irresponsible" and "unfortunate."
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He said his office has "not received any direct, first-hand complaints

from voters."

In Ohio, touch-screen machines, for example, are being used in Lorain

County with no reported "switched votes" or operational issues.

"We haven't had any problems with the touch screens this year and

everything is going well," Lorain County Board of Elections Director Paul

Adams told Fox News.

His county has used touch-screen machines since 2005.

Adams, a veteran election official, said that in his county, machines are

not electronically designed to be able to change choices, and there is no

way for anybody to rig a machine or pre-program its choices for one

candidate or a slate.  

"We have heard of these issues in some of the other counties. We had

sporadic issues a few years ago, and since then we have upgraded our

software and our board has replaced most of our touch-screen unit

screens if there were any problems with them. And since we've done

that about a year and a half ago, we haven't had any major issues."

Lorain County did replace 400 of its 1,200 touch screen machines last

year.

Adams also notes that there is what is called "a paper trial," like a

receipt, where voters can see their choices printed out. He also says

that anybody who has a problem voting should immediately tell elections

officials.

While Fox News spent the day at the County Board of Elections, where

early voting was taking place, election workers were doing just that.

One woman's long fingernails blocked her selection, until she moved the

angle of her fingers to get it right.

An elderly man did not realize that he did not cast a vote for president,

so a worker did exactly what Adam advises. She walked the voter

through the process.  

"I pushed the button!" the man declared.
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"You might have accidently hit it twice. Just lightly tap it, real light,"

advised the worker.

She also showed the voter the paper evidence of his votes to confirm

them.

"Are you satisfied?"

"Yes, thank you very much," the voter replied.

Nevertheless, Joan, who said she finally was able to cast a correct vote

after three attempts, advises fellow voters to confirm their choices.

"Be very careful when you vote. I don't care who you vote for, just

double-check."

If you suspect problems and the polls or voter fraud where you

live, tell us: Voterfraud@Foxnews.com

Fox News' Meredith Orban contributed to this report.
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